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DISENDOWMENT1

THIS generation has seen no such momentous change
as that which has suddenly appeared to be at our very
doors, and which people speak of as disestablishment.
The word was only invented a few years ago, and was
sneered at as a barbarism, worthy of the unpractical
folly which it was coined to express. It has been
bandied about a good deal lately, sometimes de cosur
leger; and within the last six months it has assumed the
substance and the weight of a formidable probability.
Other changes, more or less serious, are awaiting us
in the approaching future; but they are encompassed
with many uncertainties, and all forecasts of their
working are necessarily very doubtful. About this
there is an almost brutal clearness and simplicity, as
to what it means, as to what is intended by those who
have pushed it into prominence, and as to what will
follow from their having their way.

Disestablishment has really come to mean, in the
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